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Marlborough, who had been urged by his wife not
to accept the title unless handsome provision were
made, was chagrined at the refusal, and this
marked the first step in his alienation from the
Tory Party.

For other reasons too he grew angry with the
right-wing Tories, who were led by the Queen's
uncle. Lord Rochester.   He thought that Roches-
ter was pushing too hard for purely party advan-
tages and endangering the national effort to win
the war.   A wholesale attack which had been
launched during the summer by the High Tories
in the Cabinet on Whig J.P.s and place-holders
conflicted with the " non-party " views of Marl-
borough and Godolphin, while the High Tory
argument that the war should be waged mainly by
sea and on the Spanish colonies was in contradic-
tion to Marlborough's strategical scheme of win-
ning the war by beating the French Army and
invading France.   The crying-up by this section
of the Tories of Sir George Rooke's lucky feat in
capturing a Spanish treasure fleet at Vigo Bay
after the fiasco of Cadiz was regarded by Marl-
borough as a direct insult, and he was now driven
to assert his influence ;  when Rochester refused
to go to Dublin to assume his office as Viceroy,
Marlborough drove him from the Cabinet.

On top of the Tory manoeuvres, the Dutch ob-
structions and the Whig intrigues of his wife came
the most personal blow of all to Marlborough
when in February, 1703, his only surviving son
John, a youth of sixteen at Cambridge, died of
smallpox. Marlborough returned to Holland
in the early spring of 1703 with a heavy heart.